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What do you do at Outset and 
how do you support our clients?

My role as Senior Assistant Accountant includes 
but is not limited to managing client monies and 
disbursements with care and due diligence, 
reconciling the client account, computing VAT 
returns, billing periodically, assisting colleagues 
with billing queries, credit control, assisting with 
management information and supporting my team 
members and other colleagues as required. My 
role also involves contact with clients who may 
have queries regarding their bills. I ensure their 
queries are responded to promptly, accurately and 
satisfactorily.

Give us a brief timeline of your 
career so far

Unconventionally and owing to family circumstances, I went to college and took up 
a finance job alongside, after my secondary school education. Fast forward a few 
years, I relocated to the UK to join my husband. My first role on relocating was 
working as a PA to a Vocational Training Manager (VTM), where I worked for over a 
year. (Do not despise the days of little beginnings - Potential employers wanted 
someone with a ‘UK’ experience, but none willing to be the first to enable that 
experience to materialize). 
Next, a finance officer opportunity opened up at the organisation’s head quarters 
and there I worked for over two years and from there my career took off. I 
progressed to work with the Competition Commission (now CMA), where I worked 
for six years, achieving most of my experience in both financial and management 
accounting. I have worked within the private and public sectors, including the 
entertainment and manufacturing industries. 
After qualifying as a Chartered Certified Accountant in 2013, I took up a Finance 
Manager role in South East London. Shortly after, due to commitments of raising a 
young family and having had enough of the London commute, I decided to look for 
opportunities in Kent, where I have worked in a couple of Assistant Accountant 
roles. I came across Outset in 2019 through an agency, worked as a temp for four 
months and thereafter was offered a permanent position and as is commonly said 
(let’s say it together), “the rest is history”. 



outsetuk.com

Meet the team – Deborah Ogedengbe

What has been your biggest 
challenge in your role?

Understanding the accounting processes in the Legal 
sector (not fundamentally different) as well as getting to 
understand the unique accounting system we use. Just 
when I thought I’d worked with a number of accounting 
packages. I’d say T and I are still in the “dating” phase but 
gradually progressing to the next. (I consider myself a fast 
learner you know). 

What do you enjoy most 
about your job?

The predictability in some parts and the unpredictability in 
others. There are routine tasks that I have to complete 
daily, after which I usually refer to my ‘to do’ list. I have 
come to embrace conflicting priorities that often knock the 
list out of its path. Makes each day curiously interesting.
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What do you think sets Outset apart?

The culture, the people. Culture which flows from the top and 
reflects through in everyone. Outset has teams of incredibly 
talented colleagues, a privilege to work in such a positive, 
supportive working environment. Everyone is genuinely nice and 
welcoming. Colleagues are always willing to help one another. I 
miss the “appreciation” posts, which allows us to send lovely 
notes to one another, sometimes anonymously.

What do you wish someone had told you 
when you started out? Or what piece of 
advice were you given early on that has 
stuck with you?

Piece of advice I was given - to embrace 
opportunities, to be confident in my abilities and to 
surround myself with like-minded, positive-minded 
people.

When you were young, what did you 
want to be when you grew up?

A doctor, a model or an accountant. Well, I don’t like 
the sight of the red stuff and I just like number-
crunching, so there you go. I recall counting 
buildings, moving cars, passers-by, flying birds (well 
I tried) when I was very young. 
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What do you enjoy doing when you 
are not working?

I enjoy cooking, cycling, experimenting with my hair 
and taking walks. The latter allows me (when not 
walking with the remaining 3/4ths of my family unit) 
to spend time with myself, reflect and recharge.

Who inspires you most and why?

A few people but my mum excels them all. She is a 
strong, kind, diligent, entrepreneurial and a sacrificial 
woman (wish I had the entrepreneurial side – my sister 
got that). She taught me to never give up even in the 
face of adversity; where there’s a will, there is always a 
way. She taught me to always be good as it is a small 
world. She also taught me to be thankful, always be 
true to myself as truth always prevails.
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What piece of advice would 
you give someone in 
business? 

Keep the communication line open (stay 
connected), treat your employees with 
kindness and respect, regardless of role. 
We are like body parts, aren’t we; each 
with its own function. The workforce 
makes the business.
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And finally… What is one 
thing you've learnt during 
lockdown?

Two things, if I may please. 😊
Teaching might be a good career 
change (that said, teachers must have 
the patience of a saint). Secondly, 
taking time to look after myself is 
important; I am only useful to my 
family (loved spending quality time 
with them) if all is well within this 
vessel.
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